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ABSTRACT 

The Inheritance of Loss has received significant recognition as a quintessential title from Waterstone, 

embodying the esteemed legacy of Booker Prize winners set in India. The story explores chaos, despair, 

and the ethno-racial and historical dynamics among individuals from many cultures and origins. The 

Inheritance of Loss is a profound examination of migration, globalization, and identity crises in the modern 

day. Kiran Desai elucidates how colonial history and global economic systems influence human lives across 

many social contexts via interwoven narratives set in India and the United States. Biju is estranged from 

his homeland yet remains unassimilated in his adopted nation, existing in a liminal state of non-belonging. 

He is unable of establishing a stable identity, which underscores the emotional cost of diasporic existence 

when home ceases to be a tangible location and becomes an idealized concept. The erosion of dignity, 

community, and identity renders migration a condition of loss rather than benefit. Desai juxtaposes Biju's 

displacement in a foreign land with that of marginalized communities in India, suggesting that globalization 

precipitates displacement both within and beyond national borders. The political unrest in Kalimpong 

illustrates the economic inequalities that drive migration, since the local populace fails to identify with the 

narratives of national prosperity. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Kiran Desai's 'The Inheritance of Loss' explores issues like globalization and its effects on local 

cultures, social and economic inequality, identity, belonging, cultural legacy, love, loss, and 

longing.Desai intricately constructs a story through these individuals and their tales, examining 

the intricacies of human relationships, cultural identity, and the need for belonging in a swiftly 

evolving world.The novel explores the intricacies of post-colonial India, analyzing the enduring 

impacts of British colonialism and the internal strife stemming from cultural and economic 

inequalities. The judge's contempt for his own culture and his maltreatment of his wife, Nimi, 

illustrate the profound wounds inflicted by colonialism.  
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The Inheritance of Loss has received significant recognition as a quintessential work from 

Waterstone's, embodying the esteemed legacy of Booker Prize winners based in India. The story 

explores chaos, despair, and the ethno-racial and historical dynamics among individuals from 

many cultures and origins. The themes of love, desire, and loss are skillfully addressed in a 

compassionate manner, reflecting the diasporic experiences of the author, an Indian citizen and 

permanent resident of America. Kiran Desai possesses a profound interest in India, particularly 

the India of the 1980s, which authentically embodies a complex picture. Desai perceives all 

experiences through the 'lens of being Indian,' asserting that she cannot write without this 

perspective. The Inheritance of Loss is a tale characterized by unyielding bitterness and misery. 

The work, imbued with melancholy and sensitivity, portrays its protagonists as fundamentally 

fragile individuals grappling with their quest for identity. The Inheritance of Loss encapsulates the 

sensation of being ensnared between two countries, imbued with melancholy over globalization 

and appreciation for the enduring intimacies of Indian life. The Inheritance of Loss transcends 

mere narrative; it offers a perspective, an introspective examination of post-independence India, 

deeply rooted in colonialism, yet influenced by Americanism, while simultaneously burdened by 

entrenched prejudices. It portrays an India where a segment of the population exclusively 

communicates in English, recoiling at the mention of their native languages; where maternal pride 

is derived from a daughter's choice to marry an Englishman; where foreigners are met with 

suspicion despite their sincere attempts to establish local industries; and where countless Indians 

migrate to America as illegal immigrants—regarded as heroes by their families, yet enduring 

squalor, sleeping with rodents on restaurant kitchen floors or in impoverished urban 

neighborhoods.The novel offers an astute examination of Indian culture during its transitioning 

time. Transformations are instigated by colonial neurosis, an obsession with Western values, 

customs, language, and an alluring lifestyle; the effects of industrialization, consumerism, 

globalization, and a profound backlash against indigenous values that are inadequate for sustaining 

existence. Characters experience feelings of inferiority, constraint, and defeat due to their Indian 

origin in the face of colonialism; hence, they cultivate grotesque complexes that distort their 

mutuality and reciprocal relationships.  

Sai's Westernized upbringing and her relationship with Gyan exemplify the conflict between 

modernization and tradition. The political turmoil in Kalimpong provides a context for the 

protagonists' personal conflicts. The GNLF's aspirations for statehood and the ensuing violence 

disturb the lives of the people, particularly the judge and Sai. The chef, aspiring for a brighter 

future for his son, is torn between his allegiance to the judge and his aspirations for Biju's 

prosperity in America.  

The narrative rigorously analyzes the psychological impact of colonial schooling and imitation via 

the character of Judge Jemubhai Patel, whose internalized inferiority reflects the profound wounds 

inflicted by imperial domination. The event involving illegal migrant Biju in the United States 
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undermines the narrative of the worldwide "American Dream," exposing the exploitation inherent 

in neoliberal capitalism. Edward Said posits that colonial authority persists in shaping ethnic 

identity much beyond political independence, affecting the creation of recognition and social 

hierarchies (Said, 9). Desai elaborates on this critique by contextualizing human suffering within 

a precarious ecological and political framework where land, identity, and power are intricately 

interconnected. 

Although political freedom exists, cultural subjugation is explicitly reflected in the characters. 

They are in a state of indecision, unable to integrate and entirely relinquish their indigenous 

culture. An identity problem persists among many Indians, despite postcolonial efforts aimed at 

revitalizing indigenous culture and its ideals. Partially set in India and partially in the United 

States.The Inheritance of Loss examines with remarkable delicacy and clarity several significant 

concerns of today's globalized society. It addresses the pursuit of personal identity and the fight 

for self-determination of an ethnic group, stemming from despair and suffering, which disrupts an 

established way of life and culminates in relocation, exile, and loss. The Inheritance of Loss is 

influenced by Kiran's personal experiences of departing from India. The novel is not an 

autobiography of Kiran Desai nor an autobiographical work; nonetheless, it appears to offer a 

fictionalized account of her journey from East to West. Kiran was born in India, where she resided 

for the first fourteen years of her childhood before relocating to England and subsequently to 

America for higher study. In this book, she used a literary approach to explore her past and 

ancestral heritage in Gujarat, the origin of her father and paternal grandparents, and Kalimpong, 

the residence of her aunt. The quest for personal and family origins is intricately connected to 

broader themes in India's colonial and post-colonial history, encompassing the narrative of a 

vibrant Indian diaspora characterized by ongoing displacement, migration, and repatriation. 

IDENTITY AND BELONGING  

The Inheritance of Loss is a multifaceted novel that encapsulates the intricacies of identity, 

migration, and the lasting effects of colonialism.Kiran Desai's work "The Inheritance of Loss" 

adeptly examines the intricacies of identity and belonging within a globalized context. The story 

explores the conflicts between cultural legacy and modernity, tradition and globalization, as well 

as the need for belonging in an increasingly fluid society. 

Colonial Legacy and the Postcolonial Identity Crises: 

Kiran Desai's work offers a thorough examination of the enduring consequences of colonialism 

and its contribution to a significant identity problem in postcolonial cultures. Despite India 

achieving independence in 1947, Desai elucidates that the psychological, cultural, and social 

ramifications of British colonial authority persist in individual lives and the collective mindset. 

The story portrays colonialism as a genetic phenomena, conveyed via many institutions such as 
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education, language, and social structures, leading to splintered identities characterized by 

alienation and self-denial.  

Judge Jemubhai Patel epitomizes the postcolonial fight with identity. The Judge, having received 

his education in England, internalizes colonial beliefs that cultivate a profound sense of inferiority 

toward his own culture. His acceptance of British supremacy results in a repudiation of Indian 

customs, language, and emotional closeness. Desai depicts his Anglophilia not as an emblem of 

liberation but as a manifestation of psychological trauma that alienates him from both the colonizer 

and the colonized, perpetually suspended between inclusion and exclusion. This transitional 

identity makes the Judge emotionally barren, unable of sustaining any meaningful relationships or 

accepting himself.  

The postcolonial identity dilemma in The Inheritance of Loss is a national issue rather than an 

individual one. Characters inhabit an environment where cultural authenticity is disrupted, and 

identity is shaped by loss and displacement. Edward Said posits that the legacies of colonialism 

leave enduring cultural and psychological traces that influence postcolonial cultures even after 

they achieve independence (Said, 9). This assertion is substantiated by Desai's tale, which 

illustrates how the desire for recognition by the West undermines individual identity and fractures 

community bonds. Ultimately, Desai contends that the identity of the postcolonial, molded by 

historical injustices and cultural hegemony, is susceptible to disintegration until it confronts and 

dismantles the beliefs that persist from the empire. 

Globalization, Migration, and Diasporic Displacement: 

The novel exposes the exploitative underbelly of globalization, particularly via the experiences of 

illegal migrants, rather than portraying it as a pathway to progress and opportunity. Desai 

elucidates how the global economy fosters economic inequality by facilitating the unrestricted 

movement of money while constraining the free movement and dignity of laborers. Migration 

significantly influences the protagonist of the story, Biju, the cook's son, and exemplifies the 

diasporic displacement resulting from neoliberal globalization. His journey to the United States is 

motivated by the prospect of economic stability and social advancement through migration. 

However, the experience that Biju endures dismantles this illusion. Employed in the back offices 

of New York restaurants, he exists in a virtual labor environment where undocumented immigrants 

are compelled to work, subjected to exploitation, racial discrimination, and the constant threat of 

deportation (Appadurai, 38). Desai's portrayal of Biju's precarious existence illustrates the 

"disjunctures" of globalization, wherein global flows lead to the marginalization and instability of 

disenfranchised individuals rather than their empowerment.  

Biju, estranged from his homeland yet not fully integrated into his adopted country, exists in a 

liminal state of disconnection. He is unable to establish a stable identity, highlighting the emotional 

https://bharatpublication.com/ijlmss/


International Journal of Law, Management and Social Science                                 ISSN: 2581-3498 

 

Vol. 3, Issue IV, Oct-Dec, 2019                   https://bharatpublication.com/ijlmss/ 

 

61 

 

BHARAT PUBLICATION 

cost of diasporic existence when home ceases to be a tangible location and becomes an idealized 

concept. The erosion of dignity, community, and identity renders migration a condition of loss 

rather than gain. Desai juxtaposes Biju's displacement in a foreign land with that of marginalized 

communities in India, suggesting that globalization precipitates displacement both within and 

beyond national borders. The political unrest in Kalimpong illustrates the economic inequalities 

that drive migration, as the local populace cannot identify with the narratives of national prosperity. 

This parallelism further reinforces the notion that the novel critiques global capitalism as a system 

that engenders loss across geographical, economic, and cultural domains, hence shaping identities 

and aspirations in postcolonial nations. 

Desai's tale corroborates this point, since the promise of global modernity just intensifies the 

condition of alienation without providing a resolution. "The Inheritance of Loss" illustrates the 

impact of globalization and migration on identity fragmentation and the erosion of belonging, 

revealing diasporic existence as an inheritance characterized by ambiguity, invisibility, and 

enduring loss. 

Landscape, Politics, and Ecologies of Loss 

Kiran Desai's The Inheritance of Loss intertwines personal narratives with political themes within 

the tumultuous landscape of the Himalayas, emphasizing the intricate connection among 

environment, identity, and power. The backdrop of Kalimpong is not only a passive environment; 

it actively influences social connections and political consciousness. Desai's portrayal of mist-

laden hills, dilapidated colonial structures, and precarious terrain embodies the overarching 

sentiments of uncertainty and disorientation experienced by the characters in the story. The 

landscape has become a site of ecological vulnerability and socio-political unrest, resulting in what 

may be described as an ecosystem of loss.  

The demand for a distinct state stems from past neglect and uneven growth, highlighting the 

correlation between political and geographical peripheries. Desai elucidates the impact of 

governmental brutality, militarism, and dread on quotidian existence, rendering the environment 

tumultuous and perilous. The politics of land underscores that ecological areas cannot be addressed 

independently of problems related to belonging and justice (Nixon, 2). Rob Nixon asserts that 

environmental fragility combines with political marginalization, resulting in ecological 

manifestations of slow violence that disproportionately impact underprivileged populations. Desai 

underscores that environmental deterioration signifies human relocation and emotional loss. The 

ecological equilibrium and social cohesion are deteriorating, as seen by the natural beauty of 

Kalimpong being overshadowed by deterioration and neglect. 
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OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

1. To study on Colonial Legacy and the Postcolonial Identity Crises 

2. To study on Landscape, Politics, and Ecologies of Loss 

RESEARCH METHOD 

This research employs a qualitative textual analysis methodology based on postcolonial and 

diaspora philosophy. The research examines pivotal characters and narrative events in the novel to 

assess the impact of globalization and migration on identity development. Postcolonial theory 

serves as the principal theoretical framework for comprehending the enduring impacts of colonial 

history on cultural hierarchies and individual identities. Edward Said's notion of cultural 

dominance emphasizes how colonial discourse engenders emotions of inferiority among colonized 

individuals. Theory of diaspora enhances this viewpoint by analyzing the experiences of migrants 

navigating several cultures. Academics like Stuart Hall and Avtar Brah assert that diasporic 

identity necessitates continual negotiation between native and host cultures. This study examines 

how characters in The Inheritance of Loss encounter cultural hybridity, displacement, and identity 

crises through the integration of many theoretical viewpoints within a worldwide context. 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Globalization and the Postcolonial Condition 

Globalization is frequently characterized as a mechanism that fosters economic advancement and 

cultural interchange. Nevertheless, academics like Arjun Appadurai contend that globalization 

generates disparate cultural and economic currents. These disparities are especially evident in 

postcolonial cultures where colonial legacies persist in influencing economic and cultural 

dynamics. In The Inheritance of Loss, globalization manifests as a dual force that both unites and 

segregates civilizations. Western culture predominates global institutions, influencing 

expectations and criteria for success in postcolonial states. Characters in the narrative often assess 

their social rank based on Western standards. The character of Jemubhai Patel illustrates the 

psychological effects of colonial subjugation. The judge, educated in England under British 

colonial control in India, endures profound bigotry and humiliation. Colonial education, instead 

of strengthening him, fosters a profound sense of inferiority. Upon his return to India, he renounces 

his cultural roots and endeavors to emulate British customs and lifestyle. This internalized colonial 

mindset exemplifies Edward Said’s assertion that colonial subjects frequently adopt the ideals of 

the colonizer while concurrently experiencing exclusion from the colonizer’s society. The judge's 

existence is marked by solitude and emotional detachment, illustrating the lasting psychological 

effects of colonialism. 
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Migration and the Experience of Displacement 

Migration embodies both hope and despair in the story. Individuals travel in pursuit of economic 

advancement and social mobility. However, their experiences frequently expose the stark truths of 

global labor systems. Biju's narrative exemplifies the challenges encountered by unauthorized 

immigrants in metropolitan areas worldwide. Biju, in pursuit of opportunities in New York, 

becomes ensnared in a cycle of low-wage restaurant employment. The restaurants in which he 

works are populated with immigrants from several nations, each vying for survival under unstable 

working circumstances. Although residing in one of the globe's most affluent cities, Biju endures 

perpetual insecurity and estrangement. His unlawful status inhibits his access to social support and 

secure work. The apprehension of deportation influences his everyday life, compelling him to stay 

inconspicuous inside the metropolitan environment. Desai's portrayal of immigrant kitchens 

uncovers the concealed labor behind global capitalism. Migrant laborers enhance the profitability 

of global cities yet continue to experience social marginalization. The story examines the notion 

that globalization provides equal opportunity to all persons via Biju's experiences. 

Cultural Hybridity and Divided Identity 

A primary subject of the story is the development of fragmented identities. Characters traverse 

intricate cultural landscapes shaped by colonial legacies, globalization, and migration. Sai, the 

granddaughter of the judge, embodies a younger generation influenced by global cultural 

dynamics. She is educated at a convent school administered by Irish nuns, growing up steeped in 

Western literature, language, and societal norms. Her identity embodies a composite cultural 

milieu where Indian traditions meet with Western modernism. Sai's connection with her instructor 

Gyan exposes the conflicts inherent in her dual character. At first, their friendship seems 

promising, symbolizing the potential for cultural understanding. As political upheaval proliferates 

throughout the area, Gyan gets further swayed by nationalist sentiment. He starts to harbor 

resentment at Sai's Westernized lifestyle and social advantages. This change demonstrates the 

intersection of political and cultural influences in the construction of identity. Gyan's repudiation 

of Sai embodies the pervasive concerns in postcolonial nations about cultural authenticity and 

Western hegemony. 

Political Conflict and Identity Formation 

The Gorkhaland movement constitutes a significant political context in the narrative. The 

movement seeks acknowledgment and self-governance for the Nepali-speaking community in the 

Darjeeling area. Political turmoil interrupts daily life in Kalimpong, engendering an environment 

of anxiety and stress. The struggle underscores the tenuous character of national identity in 

postcolonial societies, as several ethnic populations want acknowledgment and political 

participation. For Gyan, engagement in the nationalist movement offers a feeling of identity and 
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significance. This new persona, however, alienates him from his previous ties. His transition 

illustrates how political beliefs may redefine human identity and social ties. 

Global Inequality and Economic Exploitation 

Desai's novel challenges the inequitable allocation of wealth and opportunity across global 

institutions. While certain individuals gain from global mobility and economic advantage, others 

stay ensnared in systems of poverty and exploitation. The disparity between affluent elites and 

migrant laborers highlights these disparities. Elite individuals possess access to global education 

and mobility, whilst migrants like Biju contend with survival in predatory labor markets. The 

restaurant kitchens where Biju is employed serve as symbolic locations that embody the concealed 

underpinnings of global capitalism. Laborers of several ethnicities toil in obscurity to fulfill the 

demands of wealthy customers. 

Symbolism of Loss 

The title of the novel summarizes its primary thematic focus. Each character embodies a distinct 

manifestation of loss influenced by historical, cultural, and personal contexts. The judge has the 

psychological remnants of colonial degradation. Sai possesses a disjointed cultural identity 

influenced by globalization and postcolonial modernism. Biju inherits economic adversity and the 

challenges of migratory work. These personal experiences together signify more extensive losses 

in postcolonial cultures, encompassing the erosion of cultural confidence, economic autonomy, 

and social stability. Desai posits that these ancestral losses persist in influencing the ambitions and 

identities of subsequent generations. 

CONCLUSION  

The Inheritance of Loss is a profound examination of migration, globalization, and identity crisis 

in the modern day. Kiran Desai elucidates how colonial history and global economic systems 

influence human lives across many social contexts via interwoven narratives set in India and the 

United States. The research reveals that migration in the novel transcends basic geographical 

mobility, embodying a multifaceted emotional and cultural experience characterized by alienation, 

desire, and exile. Characters like Biju and Jemubhai Patel illustrate the psychological ramifications 

of being across cultures and nations. 
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